Minsk State Linguistics University

BELARUSIAN ASSOCIATION FOR AMERICAN STUDIES

21, Zakharova St., Minsk, Belarus 220034

tel.: (375)17-288-2563

CALL FOR PAPERS

BelAAS 19th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

“UNITY IN DIVERSITY: 

EFFECTS OF THE PAST AND PRESENT”

Hosted by the Department of World Literature

Minsk State Linguistics University

May 13-15, 2010


The conference will address the issue of similarities and differences, integrative and disintegrative forces, links and conflicts, interdependencies and interrelations within and between larger entities and communities and minorities/minority groups in the USA, the European Union and post-Soviet area and their representation in American and European literatures and culture with/in American, European and Transatlantic Studies; with/in traditional humanities and social science disciplines. It will explore the ways and means for forwarding social and human values in a world that, on the one hand, is trying to keep its integrity but, on the other, is confronted with social and cultural fragmentation. It will also discuss the processes involved in the relationship between mainstream culture and alternative movements, multicultural and multiethnic diversity and problems that arise in the appropriation of a different culture. It will explore the possibilities and implications of links between literatures and cultures in terms of their affinities and differences. We hope that the panels will initiate discussions concerning the questions: What are the effects of multiculturalism for the contemporary world? How do American and European literatures and culture respond to the challenges of today? How are the issues of unity through diversity represented in culture, literature, film, and language? What are the channels for appropriating a different culture? What disrupts the process of appropriation? What are the sources of cultural wars? In what way are cultural minorities represented in national cultures? How has the USA affected European culture and literatures? What are the effects of the importation and exportation of ideas and cultures between America and Europe? 

We invite papers, panels, workshop formats, and performances that will examine these issues as well as explore relevant methodological questions and issues related to pedagogy. We welcome contributions from all areas and disciplines but especially encourage papers focusing on the interdisciplinary perspective in the hope that the intersection of these fields will allow to see more clearly the effects of inter-./intra-/cross-cultural links. We hope that the conference will allow the participants to explore important theoretical issues dealing with various aspects of history, sociology, literature, culture, art, film and utilizing, developing, or questioning the current critical and theoretical terminology.

Languages: Belarusian, English, Russian.

For each proposal, please submit:

Name

Address and e-mail address

Institutional affiliation

Title of presentation

Format: individual paper, plenary, semi-plenary, workshop, roundtable

150-word abstract

Equipment needed.

If you need a visa, please fax a page from your passport with your picture and education certificate. 

Deadline for the proposals: April 5, 2010. Notification of acceptance will be made by April 10, 2010.  


Please, mail your proposals to:

Dr. Yuri Stulov,

Dept. of World Literature,

MSLU,

21 Zakharova St., Minsk, Belarus 220034

Tel.: (+375)-17-288-2563

Fax: (+375)-17-294-75-04.

проф. Ю. В. Стулов
к-ра заруб. литературы МГЛУ,

ул. Захарова, 21,

Минск, Беларусь 220034

INSTRUCTION TO AUTHORS

1. Papers should be printed 1.5-spaced, with 2,5 cm left and right margins, 2,0 cm top and bottom margins, 12 point Times New Roman.

2. Indent each paragraph 0,5 cm from the left margin.

3. Quotations longer than three lines should be written as separate paragraphs and indented 1 cm from the left margin. Do not use quotation marks for indented quotations. Do not italicise quotations.

4. Use […] for omissions within quotations.

5. Do not introduce any section divisions within your article.

6. The title of Works Cited should be centred, the authors alphabetised, given in the text in square brackets: e.g., [1, p. 10] .

